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Committed to the community 
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Steffanie Bjorgan 
honoured as 
citizen of the year 


Sarah Ferguson 

QMI Agency Niagara 


The fabric of any community 
depends on the movers and 
shakers that sew it together. 

These are the people who 
help a community to grow and 

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Chamber of Commerce cele¬ 
brated these individuals during 
the Spirit of Niagara Awards 
held at Queen’s Landing in 
Old Town on Tuesday evening. 

Steffanie Bjorgan, wife, 
mother and founder of the Red 
Roof Retreat, was named this 
year’s Citizen of the Year. 

Lord Mayor Pat Darte, who 
presented the Citizen of the 
Year Award, said Bjorgan is a 
“hard-working, responsible 
member of the community” 
who is committed to her family 
and has demonstrated “phe¬ 
nomenal strength, creativity 
and determination.” 

When Bjorgan and her hus¬ 
band Moe learned their second 
son, Garrett, was born with 
Cerebral Palsy, she responded 
to the challenge by developing 
a centre for respite care. 

See Page 14 
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Healthcare meeting packs auditorium 


More than 100 people 
attended the public dia¬ 
logue session concerning 
the future of health care in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake at 
the Community Centre on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

The event, entitled 
“The Process Begins,” was 
hosted by the communica¬ 
tions working group of the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Health Services Steering 
Committee. 

At the meeting, the role 
of the Steering Committee, 
its working groups and 
Family Health Teams were 
explained. The creation of 
a Health Hub in NOTL 
was also discussed. 

The crowd was so large 
that the meeting had to be 
moved from the Public 


Library’s Rotary Room to 
the Auditorium in the 
Community Centre. 

Laurie Harley, volun¬ 
teer for the communica¬ 
tions working group, said 
they were overwhelmed 
with the turnout. 

“It was not what we 
expected, but it was great 
because it shows the com¬ 
munity is really interested 
and engaged. I think there 
is a lot more information 
we have to get out, so we 
need to just do what we do 
and we need to keep this 
thing going.” 

Maria Bau-Coote, exec¬ 
utive director of the NOTL 
Family Health Team, said, 
“It was an amazing crowd. 
I knew there was going to 
be a lot of people, but I 
didn’t think it would reach 
this point. It was unfortu¬ 
nate that we didn’t have 
the screen and we didn’t 



Cathy McCabe Special to Niagara Advance 

A large crowd attended the public dialogue session concerning the future of health care in Niagara-on-the-Lake at the 
Community Centre on Wednesday afternoon. 
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have the microphone and be educated and Sometimes you have to 
(because of the room knowledgeable about remember that you ha\ 
change), but it does show what’s going on.” to switch t! 

the willingness and the Bau-Coote, who is also according 
eagerness of our commu- the chair of the NOTL ence. Obviously, not every- 
nity to come out and listen Health Services Steering one is involved in health- 
Committee, said the main 
goal of the meeting was to 
clarify misinformation. 

She said they want to 
educate citizens about 
“how the family doctors in 
NOTL function 


next one is the Health 
Hub and getting that up 
to switch the way you talk and running and the third 
your audi- would be to look at hos¬ 
pice palliative care and 
what we could do in that 
s a different area.” 

David Hemmings, a 
that needed volunteer of the corporate 
up working group, 


language.” 

One issue 
clarification 


Team (primary care) and be a not-for-profit health 
and secondly where the the Niagara Health System centre in NOTL that 
Family Health Team fits in (acute care). would provide an array of 

this new vision for Bau-Coote said it 
common to have the ti 


NOTL.’ 

She said she hopes their confused, 
message got across to the She said primary i 


integrated services. 

He said the vision tor 
the Hub is to make it an 
‘umbrella that will include 


audience, but adds that the first point of contact community feedback and 
communication “is always with your family doctor participation,” adding that, 

and acute care is where . "" ’ 

someone requires a hospi- 


extremely difficult.” 

“When you work h 
something every day you tal bed oi 
just make assumptions an emergency ro 
that people will under- Bau-Coote t 


“the majority of the board 
members will be from the 
community.’ 

There will be an encore 
the of this public dialogue ses- 
com- sion for residents oi ” " 
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Niagara women featured in art exhibit 


Mennonite 
► women 
commemorated 
for courage, faith 


Randy Klaassen 

Special to Niagara Advance 


When Vic Neufeld 
heard the Mennonite 
Heritage Center Gallery 
of Winnipeg was creating 
an art project that would 
feature women who gave 
leadership to their fami¬ 
lies through great difficul¬ 
ties he knew his 
Grandmother Maria 
Neufeld’s story needed to 
be considered. 

A resident of Niagara- 
on-the-Lake, Neufeld is 
pleased with the work of 
Winnipeg artist Ray Dirks, 
to have his grandmother’s 
painting included with the 
“Along the Road to 
Freedom: Mennonite 

Women of Courage and 
Faith” art exhibit. 

St Catharines resident, 
Monika Pries-Klassen 
heard about the project 
when she learned family 
members had commis¬ 
sioned Dirks to create a 
painting of her 
Grandmother, Margarete 
Dyck. Pries-Klassen 
remembers well grand¬ 
mother’s doll that always 
sat on her bed, and the 
cinnamon buns she made 
“by the bucket.” 

“Grandmother use to 
make these wonderful 
cinnamon buns, and then 
called one of the family 
members to ‘come pick 
them up.’ As a child, when 
I lived in Winnipeg, I was 
often sent to grandmoth¬ 
er’s house by bicycle to 
get the bucket of buns. 
Ray Dirks capture the 
memories so well in the 
painting.” 

St Catharines co-ordi- 
nator, Alf Redekopp, says 
“the exhibit here is a col¬ 
lection of 23 paintings, 
while three more are still 
being worked on. The 
focus of the paintings are 
Mennonites who came to 
Canada from Russia in 
the aftermath of the revo¬ 



Randy Klaassen Special to the Advance 

Vic Neufeld with the Ray Dirks painting of his Grandmother Maria Friesen Neufeld. “Along the Road to Freedom: Mennonite Women of Courage and Faith” art 
exhibit is available for viewing until March 8 at St Catharines United Mennonite Church. 


lution, both world wars, 
and chaos of persecution. 
These women gave lead¬ 
ership to their families 
after their husbands and 
brothers were either mur¬ 


dered or sent to the gulag 
prison camps of Siberia.” 

The story of Vic 
Neufeld’s grandmother is 
both unique and common 
to many Mennonite fami¬ 


lies in the Niagara Region. 
Neufeld says “Three 
weeks before my grand¬ 
parents were to leave 
Russia their one year old 
son died of illness. The 


family had an auction sale 
of their property, and the 
night after grandfather 
applied for visas (where 
he was forced to tell 
authorities how much 


money was raised from 
the auction) bandits 
arrived in the night and 
shot him before taking all 
the money.” 

See Page 4 
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Details of each painting tell the stories of amazing women 




Onsite Re-Upholstery & Drapery | In Home Consultations 
10,000 Sq. Ft Showrooms | Designer Fabric Selections 
Custom Blinds | Custom Upholstered Headboards 
New Introductions I Wesley Hall I Hallagan I Fairfield 


INTERIORS 


IS: MON-SAT 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM • SUN 12PM - 4PM or by Appointment 
905.468.325711534 HWY55, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE (VIRGIL) 


www.lincolninteriors.com 


Bring your Furniture Back to Life 


lincoln 


From page A3 

“Grandmother’s trou- 

Neufeld continued. “She 
left her home and her sup¬ 
portive community only 
to be held over by author¬ 
ities in England. Faced 
with this predicament, she 
sent her six children ahead 
to Canada. My father was 
the oldest at age 20. 


Thankfully grandmother 
and her father followed a 
month later.” 

The details of each paint¬ 
ing tell stories of these 
amazing women. At the 
center of Maria Neufeld’s 
painting is a gold brooch. 
Neufeld says, “This was 
handed down to her from 
her mother, and several 
times it was hidden from 
bandits and soldiers. While 


other jewelry was sold for 
food, this brooch was 
spared, and eventually 
brought along to Canada 
as an heirloom. 
Grandmother usually wore 
it on special occasions, and 
it is today treasured by a 
great-granddaughter.” 

Each painting includes 
a short description of the 
woman’s life and circum¬ 
stances, while a separate 


binder in the gallery 
includes more details of 
the paintings and families 
or organizations who have 
commissioned each work. 
A project is underway to 
publish a book detailing 
the stories featured in the 
exhibit. 

“Along the Road to 
Freedom” is on tour across 
North America, and cur¬ 
rently hosted at the St 
Catharines United 
Mennonite Church, 335 
Linwell Road, until March 
8. There is no fee to see 
the exhibit, which is avail¬ 
able Monday to Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
also Wednesday and 
Fridays from 7 to 8:30 pm. 


Randy Klaassen Special to the Advance 
Along the Road to Freedom is on tour across North America, 
and currently hosted at the St Catharines United Mennonite 
Church. 

Additional times can be view the exhibit by calling 
arranged for groups to 905-935-8017. 
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NOR taxes 
headed for 
2.4% increase 


SUZANNE MASON 

Special to the Advance 

Property owners in Niagara-on- 
the-Lake could see an increase of 
2.4 % in the municipal portion of 
their tax bill if the proposed 2015 
capital and operating budgets are 
approved by council next week. 

The corporate services advisory 
committee approved the draft bud¬ 
gets presented by Treasurer Brenda 
Garrett Monday. The town’s tax 
share would increase by $22 for an 
average home valued at $402,000. 

The proposed capital budget of 
$8.9 million includes about 100 
projects, the costliest being the pur¬ 
chase of the former Niagara District 
Secondary School property for 
$1.67 million. 

“Capital spending is important 
for the growth of a municipality,” 
staff reported. “However, careful 
monitoring and adequate reserve 
levels are equally important to sup¬ 
port the town’s capital budget and 
forecast.” 

“Overall, the town’s reserves are 
growing.” 

Over $2.4 million is earmarked 
for road and sidewalks projects - 
the largest ones on Concession 4 


and Queenston roads. 

The proposed budget also 
includes $830,000 for parks and rec¬ 
reation projects with improvements 
to the Centennial and Meridian 
Credit Union arenas, an extension 
of the Bob Howse Memorial Trail 
to connect with the community cen¬ 
tre and the construction of a multi¬ 
purpose pad for basketball and ball 
hockey. 

Funding for new library services 
is also included in the draft budget. 
A library locker for Glendale resi¬ 
dents, similar to the one in St. 
Davids, would be set up for the 
pickup and return of books. Staff 
also recommended that new shelv¬ 
ing be installed at the library in 
Virgil to meet the current accessi¬ 
bility standards. 

Garrett proposed an operating 
budget for 2015 of $8.8 million 
which is about $1 million higher 
than in 2014. She noted there has 
been a 6% increase in property 
assessment revenues that amounted 
to $687,584 over last year and the 
town will receive $195,000 from the 
province under the Ontario 
Community Infrastructure Fund. 

The budgets go to council Monday 
for final approval. 



BOSLEY 

REAL ESTATE 

KING STREET LOT - $299,000 

TH 3, 678 LINE 2 ROAD - $387,500 

, 


lot which is located in the quiet cul-de-sac at the end of King 
Street where there is very little traffic. A short 15 minute 
walk to Queens Street, a family friendly, well-established 
neighbourhood. 

Tired of shoveling snow and cutting grass; this spacious 

2 bedroom, 2 bath town home offers over 1800 SF of 
comfortable living. Great for entertaining principal rms, 
king size master, open stairway to partially finished 
lower level. Double car garage tool 

Doug Rempel* homes@dougrempel.ca 

103,1652 FOUR MILE CREEK, $439,000 

357 HUNTER ROAD - $449,000 

^ - 2 % __J 

l. Hlm 


Located in a private cul du sac of custom bungalows, 
this 3 bedroom, 3 bath home is loaded with 
certain to please custom finishes and includes a 
full appliance package. Over 2400 SF of relaxed 
living with walkout from finished lower level. 
Doug Rempel* 289.407.9380 

Great family home. Exterior siding replaced in 2013. 
Completely updated inside. .92 acres total with horse 
paddock. Original double garage behind home with 2012 
roof replacement. Barn with attached triple garage had 
separate meter that can be reattached. 

75 MARY STREET-$549,000 

14439 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY - $549,000 

| - '0 1 

SFw - vl 



Charming "Abbey Northumbria" offers formal living & dining 
rms, den/in-home office, cozy family room and 4 seasons sun 
room with walkout to awning covered deck, patios & park-like 
gardens. A short walk to Old Town this welcoming 4 bdrm, 
4 bath family home also meets B&B requirements. 

Doug Remper homes@dougrempel.ca 

Beautiful 6 bedroom, 4 bath home located in quaint 
& historic Village of Queenston. Main floor master, 
open plan kitchen, great for entertaining dining 
rm, 2 storey great room, loft with 3 bdrms, Fully 
finished basement with wet bar & limestone fireplace. 

. Paula Aitken* 289.407.3925 

16 SAPHHIRE COURT-$775,000 

276 ANNE STREET-$859,000 



Like no other, outstanding in every way, this 4 bedroom, 
5 bath home defines contemporary living. Not enough to 
simply be different, this stylish residence combines elegant, 
ultra simplistic design and trendy decor to create the ultimate 
residence certain to appeal to the discriminating buyer. 

Doug Rempel’ 289.407.9380 

Finished in 2011 this unique 3 bedroom, 2 'h bath home is a 
real treasurel The traditional exterior masks its surprising 
contemporary Japanese inspired interior. There is an astounding 
list of features including seven feature walls made of tile or slate, 

3 gas fireplaces, one wood. 

Paula Aitken* paitken@bosleyrealestate.com 

Bosley Real Estate Ltd., Brokerage 


233 King Street•Niagara.on.the. Lake* 905.468.8600 

bosleyrealestate.com • notl@bosleyrealestate.com 

•Sales Representative 
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our editorial 

Fixed-date elections 
turn into distraction 

Get ready for nine months of window-stocking for voters before the 
next federal election. 

That’s if it's held as scheduled, on Oct. 19. 

If not, the political sales season will be mercifully shorter but the up- 
sell more intense. 

If you thought Canadian governments’ all but total embrace of fixed- 
date election laws has taken leverage away from governments, or changed 
how those who would replace them do business, think again. 

Instead, with fixed-date election laws now in place federally and in all 
but one province and two territories, we’ve wound up with pale imita¬ 
tions of the U.S. system that pay lip service to their intent. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper didn't let a fixed-date law stop him 
from getting a minority Parliament dissolved in 2008, when it appeared a 
coalition would gang up on him, nor did Ontario’s law stop Premier 
Kathleen Wynne from beating her rivals to it and pulling the plug on her 
minority last spring. 

While they set predictable dates for elections, as with U.S. congressio¬ 
nal elections — which is far preferable to letting rulers send us to the 
polls when it suits them — our laws don’t go the added step of forcing 
governments to follow both the spirit and letter of those laws. 

And since ours is a system in which governments rule by confidence of 
their legislatures, minority governments still fall — or strategically trigger 
their own demise — no matter the fiction of what fixed-date laws say. 

The result, as we've seen in Ottawa recently, is an elastic-like stretch¬ 
ing of Canada's traditionally neat and tidy, six-week election cycles into 
long, informal campaigns that suck up all the oxygen. 

We’re not due for an election until the third Monday of October. But 
none of the Big Three parties — not the Conservatives, the NewDemocrats 
or the Liberals — appears to be banking on that. Campaign-style rallies, 
ferocious fund-raising, stump-style speeches away from the House — it’s 
all there. 

Meanwhile, the bottom is falling out of oil and the loonie, the bloom’s 
off the economy’s rose, we’re bombing terrorists and don’t even knowyet 
when the next federal budget is coming down. 

Small stuff, apparently, when we're consumed by guessing a date 
we’ve known for years. 

— Sun Media 


Attention 

farmers 

Next week as part of 
the Official Plan Review, 
the Town is holding a 
session on Agriculture 
and the Natural 
Environment. It will be 
held at the Virgil Fire Hall 
on Thursday, Feb. 12 
from 7 to 9 p.m. 

A brief presentation 
will outline issues, sug¬ 
gest options and possible 
policy changes. 

According to the 
notice published for the 
meeting, some of those 
issues to be explored 
are; long-term viability 
of farms vs. protection 
of the natural environ¬ 
ment; rural character 
and agricultural land¬ 
scape preservation; the 
possible need for more 
restrictive policies 
regarding second units 
and farm help houses 
on farms; and the 
Town’s participation in 
the Greenbelt Review. 

According to the 
Town’s Report “Official 
Plan Review" for 
“Agriculture and the 
Environment” some 
other items to be pre¬ 
sented for discussion are; 
what kind of landscaping 


should be planted adja¬ 
cent to natural features 
such as woodlots/wet- 
lands and key hydrologic 
features which, according 
to the Province also 
includes our municipal 
drains and some farm 
and property swales; pest 
protection techniques in 
tender fruit/grape grow¬ 
ing areas; a more restric¬ 
tive severance policy 
regarding surplus farm 
dwellings than the PPS or 
the Greenbelt Plan and 
the adoption of 
Environmental Impact 
Studies. 

This Report containing 
much more information 
can be found on the 
Official Town website at 
www.notl.org. 

As the past chairman 
of the Town’s 
Agricultural Committee 
I am very aware of the 
uniqueness of our agri¬ 
cultural area and I am 
painfully aware of the 
many restrictions placed 
on our farm properties 
as a direct result of the 
adoption of the inflexi¬ 
ble Greenbelt Plan and 
its resulting policies. I 
am also well aware of 
other restrictions result¬ 
ing from the reclassifica¬ 
tion of woodlots to wet¬ 
lands and of new map¬ 
ping that has placed 


many farm properties in 
floodplains because of 
undersized road cul- 

Please don’t let that 
happen again. I cannot 
stress enough the impor¬ 
tance of attending this 
important meeting. 

I would recommend 
that you read or down¬ 
load the Town’s Report 
before attending this 
meeting. 

Share the information 
with others. If you are not 
at the table, others will 
make the policy deci¬ 
sions in your absence as 
was the case with the 
Greenbelt Policies. 

At this meeting I hope 
you can see the woodlots 
that have been reclassi¬ 
fied as wetlands and 
some of the wetlands 
now classified as coastal 
wetlands by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and 
the new flood-plain map¬ 
ping for a 100-year storm 
that may have now 
placed many farm prop¬ 
erties in a floodplain due 
to what have now 
become undersized road 
culverts. 

If you need additional 
information you can con¬ 
tact me at 905-468-7433 
or at austintinkirkby@ 
yahoo.ca 

Austin Kirkby 



Julie Jocsak QMI Agency 

Figure skating champion Kurt Browning took to the ice at the Meridian Centre in St. 
Catharines Friday in the Skate Niagara Ice Show. 
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opinion poge 


Challenged by my fellow Scots 


I attended a wonderful 
Bums supper at Navy Hall 
on Saturday night and had 
several fellow Scots chal¬ 
lenge my comment last 
week about an early spring 
in Scotland, well you see I 
had lived on the island of 
Arran where we had many 
walled gardens to shelter 
from the sea winds. 

We also had quite a few 
palm trees, brought back 
by travellers many years 
ago. 

We very seldom got snow, 
I was 21 when I had my 
first white Christmas — and 
that was in the Swiss Alps. 

We had many micro-cli¬ 
mates in the Western Isles, 
the BBells bloomed much 
earlier on Bute than the 
mainland. 

It has been really inter¬ 
esting to find so many gar¬ 
deners like myself, who 



Jean Cochrane 

Happy Gardening 


have discovered that the 
complexities about orchids 
are of our own making. 

One friend in Quebec has 
it all down to a simple task 
— her Orchids get two ice¬ 
cubes each on a Saturday, 
seems to keep them all 
happy. 

Please remember to feed 
the birds, and a shallow 
bowl of warm water helps 



Court opens door to emotionally charged debate on dying with dignity 


There is something 
weird about the way we 
treat death, isn't there? 

It comes to us all, in 
time. There isn't a person 
who lived, great or weak, 
good or evil, who doesn't 
eventually succumb to 
death's embrace. 

Even Earth itself, even 
our own sun for that mat¬ 
ter, will eventually grow 
cold and die. 

Despite this, we really 
have a hangup about it. 
We fear it to the point 
where we are deeply 
uncomfortable talking 
about death and dying. 
We've created entire reli¬ 
gions around the idea that 
death doesn't really even 

Yet, death is as much a 
part of life as living is, and 
there is no way to avoid it 

I am not suggesting we 
embrace the idea of our 
own, inevitable end as 



Grant LaFleche 


though it is something to 
be excited about. 

I certainly do not look 
forward to the day I take 
my last breath. But I know 
it will happen, and in that 
sense I see little reason to 
worry about it. 

I think we should at 
least be able to get our 
heads around the notion 
that sometimes, compas¬ 
sion is far more important 
than outmoded ethical 
ideas that say death is 


always the worst outcome 
for someone. 

I am speaking of physi¬ 
cian-assisted death — the 
idea that someone with a 
terminal illness, usually 
one that causes unbear¬ 
able pain, should be able 
to end their own life with 
the help of a doctor. 

Understandably, it has 
long been an emotionally 
charged debate — one 
most people I know sim¬ 
ply want to avoid. 

Well, Canada can't 
avoid it much longer. 

This week, the Supreme 
Court of Canada is sched¬ 
uled to render its judg¬ 
ment on Carter vs. 
Canada, an assisted sui¬ 
cide case that could radi¬ 
cally change the way we 
approach the issue. 

The currently situation 
is marked by ethical, 
moral and legal prob- 

Assistedsuicide remains 


on the books in the 
Criminal Code, punish¬ 
able by up to 14 years in 

Doctors take an oath to 
do no harm, and the ques¬ 
tion of whether helping a 
terminally ill patient die 
constitutes harm or not is 
still an open concept. Ask 
three doctors about it, 
and you will likely get six 
opinions. 

In the middle of all of it 
are the dying and the suf¬ 
fering, some of whom 
have accepted their end 
and don't want to meet it 
in a medication-induced 
haze or in intolerable 

The end of their story is 
assured. They simply want 
the right to pen its final 
stanzas with some digni¬ 
ty 

The Carter case goes 
back to 2012, when the 
British Columbia 
Supreme Court struck 


down the prohibition 
against physician-assisted 
suicide. 

It was appealed by the 
federal government, 
which eventually bumped 
the case to Canada's high- 

At the heart of the legal 
question is whether the 
current law is unconstitu¬ 
tional, and whether safe¬ 
guards can be devised to 
protect the emotionally 
vulnerable from being 
coerced into suicide. 

The B.C. courts held 
that the laws were uncon¬ 
stitutional and proper 
safeguards can be put 
place — the catch was, it 
could not overturn previ¬ 
ous Supreme Court deci¬ 
sions, so it passed the 

I tend to agree with 
positions of the B.C. 
courts. So long as a per- 

should end their life, I do 


not see why physician-as¬ 
sisted suicide should be 
illegal. 

Those living with incur¬ 
able, terminal illness face 
a life the rest of us do not. 
The often rapid and pain¬ 
ful deterioration of their 
bodies. The loss of their 
mental faculties. The 
inability to do any of the 
things that make their 
lives worth living. 

Palliative care has made 
great strides. But the fact 
remains, there can come a 
point when continuing to 
live is worse than death. 

At the very least, peo¬ 
ple in that position should 
be able to choose for 
themselves how they trav¬ 
el to Shakespeare's undis¬ 
covered country, and it 
should be their choice 

Grant LaFleche is a 
reporter and columnist 
with the St. Catharines 
Standard 
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Homeowners looking at 1.92% tax hike from Region 


Increase would 
mean an extra 
$27.50 in taxes 
on a home 
assessed at $236,000 

Rob Houle 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Homeowners are look¬ 
ing at a 1.92% increase on 


the Niagara Region por¬ 
tion of their property tax 
bills. 

If council gives final 
approval, the hike would 
mean an extra $27.50 in 
taxes on a home assessed 
at $236,000. 

Going into budget delib- 

tee of the whole meeting 
Thursday, councillors were 
looking at a proposed 


2.13% ($30) hike, which 
was above the guidance 
council gave to staff of no 
more than a 2% increase. 

Councillor were able to 
whittle down the increase 
by shifting money from 
the Taxpayer Relief Fund 
to pay for or partially pay 
for some “enhancement” 
initiatives. 

Councillors decided to 
draw from the fund to pay 


for half of the $400,000 
budgeted to advocate for 
daily GO rail service to 
Niagara and to pay 
$500,000 for a “mobility 
hub” study that will look 
at potential GO transit 
stations in St. Catharines, 
Grimsby, Niagara Falls 
and Beamsville. 

In a business case for 
GO in the fall, council 
made a commitment to 


the province to conduct 
the study, which will 
include design concepts. 

Otherso-calledenhance- 
ments include spending 
money to make money 
with $500,000 to imple¬ 
ment an Economic Action 
Plan in partnership with 
the 12 municipalities, busi¬ 
ness and Niagara College 
and Brock University. 

The action plan, the 


report says, will focus on 
several areas to stimulate 
growth: 

- expanded business 
development/investment 
attraction; 

- increase innovation 
and entrepreneurship; 

- focused economic 
research and analysis to 
support long-term growth. 

See Page 9 



1593 Four Mile Creek Road, 

PO Box 100, Virgil, ON LOS 1T0 
Tel: 905-468-3266 • Fax: 905-468-2959 
E-Mail: info@notl.org 

Hours of Operation: Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

www.notl.org 


MY PLAN N0TL 
Official Plan Review 

Agriculture and the Natural Environment Public Engagement 


PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
Comprehensive Telecommunication Plan 


In 2013, Town residents shared their views on the future growth 
of our community. We asked you to tell us your vision for the 
Town and used this input to determine a number of priority 
areas. Throughout 2014, we held three communtty engagement 
sessions based on the following issues reports: 

Background to the Official Plan 
Heritage, Arts and Culture 
The Built Environment 

Please join us for our fourth community engagement session on 
Agriculture and the Natural Environment. 

Date: Thursday, February 12,2015 

Time: 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Place: Virgil Fire Hall, 1391 Concession 6 Road 

Some of the issues we want to explore with you are: 

• What type of climate change policies should be included in the 
Official Plan and should we develop a climate change strategy? 

• Should we develop a sustainability plan? 

• How should the Town participate in the upcoming review of the 
Greenbelt Plan? 

• What challenges are faced by the local agricultural community, 
including the long-term viability of farms vs. protection of the 
natural environment, and how should these challenges be 
addressed? 

• How should the Town address rural character and agricultural 
landscape preservation? 

• Should our policies regarding second units and farm help 
housing be more restrictive than those in the Greenbelt Plan? 

• What types of value-added agricultural uses and farm 
diversification should be permitted and how will they improve 
farm viability? 

A copy of the Agriculture and the Natural Environment Report 
and other information are available on the Town's website at 
www.notl.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter or send us an 
e-mailatmyplan@notl.org. 

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information regarding these Community Engagement 
Sessions or other aspects of the Official Plan review and update, 
please contact Leah Wallace, Senior Planner, at 905-468-3266 
extension 245. 



PROPOSED CHANGE 

The draft Comprehensive Telecommunications Plan for the Town includes proposals of the major 
telecommunication carriers in Canada, including: Rogers Communications Inc., Bell Mobility Inc., 
Telus Mobility Inc. and Globalive Communications Corp. (WIND). 

The Plan documents the site selection processes, details of the proposals and applicable Industry 
Canada provisions for nine (9) sites including: the Niagara-on-the-Lake Cemetery, Niagara-on- 
the-Lake Downtown, Niagara-on-the-Lake Downtown (Small Cells), East-West Line, Queenston, 
St Davids, York Road, and two at the Niagara District Airport. As most of these proposals are on 
municipally-owned lands, the Corporation will have control over siting and design. 

A copy of the report and draft comprehensive telecommunication plan can be found on the Town’s 
website - www.notl.org. 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

Input on any proposed matter is welcome and encouraged. You can provide input by speaking at 
the public information meeting or by making a written submission to the Town. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
Date: February 23,2015 
Time: 5:00 p.m. 

Place: Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Municipal Offices, Council Chambers 
1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, Ontario 
WRITTEN SUBMISSION 

To provide input in writing, or to request personal notice if the proposed change is adopted, please 
send a letter c/o Town Clerk Holly Dowd, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, P.0. Box 100, Virgil, Ontario, 
LOS 1 TO. 

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information please contact Shirley Cater at 905-468-3266, extension 313 
or scater@notl.org. A copy of this notice can be found on the Town’s website at www.notl.org. 
Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake this 5th day of February 2015. 
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Policing continues to be big ticket item on operating budget 
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From page 8 

Inter-municipal transit 
will have $500,000 set 
aside for additional routes 
connecting to GO transit 
stops along the QEW for 
connections to GO at 
Fairview Mall in St. 
Catharines and for con¬ 
nections from Smithville, 
Beamsville and Grimsby 
to the Casablanca Blvd. 
GO park-and-ride. 

Slightly more than 
$400,000 will be set aside 
to fund Smarter Niagara 
Incentive Plan (SNIP) tax 
increment grants. 

The program, in part¬ 
nership with the munici¬ 
palities, offers financial 
incentives such as reduc¬ 
tions in development 
charges as well as proper¬ 
ty tax grants “to stimulate 
economic development in 
priority locations, includ¬ 
ing downtowns, mixed-use 
commercial areas, brown¬ 
field areas and employ- 


TREATY OF GHENT 

200 YEARS OF PEACE 

FEBRUARY 17, 2015 

mM 

M 1 M e* - * M 


2:00 PM 

An international ecumenical commemoration 
at St. Mark's Anglican Church 

by: 

A PROCESSION FROM St. MARK’S CHURCH TO THE HISTORIC 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Court House 

A PRESENTATION TO CELEBRATE THE SIGNING OF 

the Treaty of Ghent and 200 Years of Peace 


Policing continues to be 
the big ticket item on the 
operating budget, with 
$134.4 million earmarked 
for the Niagara Regional 
Police Service, a $3.7 mil¬ 
lion (2.79%) increase over 
2014. 

Regional departments 
and arm’s length agencies 
like Niagara Regional 
Housing, Provincial 
Offences Courts and the 
Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority 
account for an anticipated 
$184.8 million in spend¬ 
ing. 

That figure for the so- 
called ABCs (agencies, 
boards, committees) that 
the Region must fund, 
assumes the NPCA bud¬ 
get - which will not be 
completed until later this 
month — will come in 
under a guidance increase 
below 2%. 

A memo from corpo¬ 
rate services chief Mo 
Lewis noted the Region’s 
share of an increase in the 


Region needs 

$319,231,516 from prop¬ 
erty taxpayers. 

Budget proceedings 
went into overtime 
Thursday when council¬ 
lors voted to extend their 


10:30 p.m. curfew until 11. 
The extra half-hour 
proved insufficient, how¬ 
ever, and budget discus¬ 
sions will be picked up 
again Feb. 19. 


NPCA’s budget of $8.27 
million amounted to a 
7.89% hike, something 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
regional Coun. Gary 
Burroughs said was “not 
acceptable.” 


The overall proposed 
operating budget at 
$687,060,014 in 2015 is 
$13,605,002 more than 
2014. Factoring in expect¬ 
ed revenues of 
$367,828,498 means the 


h jfyt/it nfres/imertf® 
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Infbhealth—The Eyes Have it 


The treatment 
of many eye 
problems is 
highly special¬ 
ized these days 

Dr. Bill Brown 

Special to the Advance 

Our eyes and a brain to 
make sense of what they 
see are one of nature’s 
most important evolu¬ 
tionary gifts to us. 

We may not be able to 
spot a mouse in the rough 
at a thousand feet like a 
hawk or eagle but if 
everything is working, as 
it should, our two eyes 
provide a very servable 3 
D representation of the 


world around us. 

Evolution must have 
thought so, given that 
over 20% of our neocor¬ 
tex is committed to selec¬ 
tively storing and making 
sense of all those images; 
more so than for sound, 
touch or that most ancient 
of our senses, smell. 

We may take those eyes 
for granted but we depend 
on them to keep our bal¬ 
ance whether we’re walk¬ 
ing or using the stairs, rec¬ 
ognize faces across the 
street at the post office or 
when they pop up in our 
faces at Valumart, to 
watch our favorite tele¬ 
casts or DVDs, read news¬ 
papers, menus and books 
and be aware of pedestri¬ 
ans, other traffic and signs 


when we’re driving 
whether day or night. 

So it’s obvious that loss 
of vision, even if partial, 
poses a very real threat to 
our safety, ability to get 
around and enjoy life. 

Problem is, our vision is 
usually most threatened 
at a time in life when 
other systems in our body 
are under siege, whether 
cognitive or simply 
because our joints and 
muscles, balance and 
hearing aren’t what they 

The earliest problem to 
emerge in our 40s to 50s 
is trouble reading stuff 
such those notoriously 
small printed instructions 
on bottles and newsprint, 
but easily enough 


Thank you! 
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The 4th Annual 
Red Roof 

Gifts from the Heart 
was a great success. 
We are so grateful 
to our wonderful 
community and 
couldn’t have done it 
without you! 



Donations can be made through the 
Red Roof Retreat 

website at http://www.redroofretreat.com or 
by calling the office at 289 - 868 - 9800 . 



fixed with glasses. 

Thereafter other prob¬ 
lems emerge. 

For many of us in our 
70s and 80s have long 
since dispensed with our 
own natural but now 
clouded lens (cataracts), 
and exchanged them for 
clear plastic ones inserted 
under local anesthesia 
within 15-20 minutes per 


eye with little fuss. 

Not so easily managed 
are a host of other prob¬ 
lems such as raised pres¬ 
sure within our eyes 
(glaucoma), the several 
sometimes severe threats 
to the eyes of diabetics, 
tears and detachments of 
the retina, degeneration 
of the macula (macular 
degeneration) affecting 
the very 



S tone Roa d 

Dental 


905.468.2128 


1598 Niagara Stone Road (Hwy 55) 

• Family Dentistry 

• Comprehensive 
Restorative Dentistry 

• Aesthetic Dentistry 

• Orthodontics 

• Digital X-rays 

• Dentures 


Kimberley Hill-Johnston 

-New Patients Welcome- 


The subject of 
this INFOHEALTH 
session 
is ‘The Eye.” 

It’s one of our more 
important sessions 
because so many 
advances have been 
made in recent decades 
in identifying problems 
before they become a 
threat to our vision and 
should our vision become 
impaired for whatever 
reason, modern eye care 
is so much better at pre¬ 
serving and even restor¬ 
ing vision than was the 
case even two decades 
ago. 

The session begins at 1 
p.m. on Feb. 11 at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
library. 


central part of our vision 
most needed for reading 
and recognizing those 
faces, and sudden block¬ 
ages of the small arteries 
that feed our eyes and the 
optic nerve behind the 
eyes and less commonly 
thrombosis involving the 
venous drainage of the 

It’s important to 
remember that several of 
the major threats to vision 
such as retinal detach¬ 
ments, and vascular 
lesions within and behind 
the eye, characteristically 
cause acute partial or 
sometimes complete 
blindness and require 
emergency treatment if 
vision is to be restored. 

And its well to remem¬ 
ber that treatment of 
many eye problems is 
highly specialized these 
days and so its important 
to know where the facili¬ 
ties are best suited for 
managing those problems 
in the Niagara region or 
elsewhere in the prov- 
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Niagara Real Estate Centre il „ . „ 

Brokerage; Independently Owned & Operated ' ROYAL LEPAGE NIAGARA, 15 OFFICES, 350 REPRESENTATIVES 


^ 2 COBBLESTONE DR.,^D^rtDS ^$495,^500^ 

Katie Redekopp’905-658-1564 


21 OAK DRIVE | $275,000 
iful 64 x 149.58 treed building lot steps t 
Build your dream home 

Stefan Regier' 389-257-6744 
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Ice climber recalls his ascent of falls 


Professional ice climber 
Will Gadd took ice climb¬ 
ing to new heights this 
week by being the first 
person ever to ascend a 
frozen section of the 
Horseshoe Falls. 

"There are a lot of 
waterfalls in the world, 
but there's only one 
Niagara Falls," the 
47-year-old said Friday 


during a telephone inter¬ 
view from New York City. 

"For a frozen waterfall 
climber, Niagara Falls is 
about the coolest thing 
out there in the world." 

It took Gadd about an 
hour on Tuesday to scale 
the 15-storey northern 
most part of the Horseshoe 
Falls starting from the fro¬ 
zen river base of Niagara 
River and climbing to 
Terrapin Point on Goat 
Island. 

"I felt on top of the 


world," Gadd said, recall¬ 
ing the moment he 
reached the top. 

"I didn't know for sure 
if it would work, to be 
honest, until I pulled over 
the top of the falls. 

"To get to climb Niagara 
Falls and have it go well is 
one of the most satisfying 
things to have happened 

The massive water flow 
constantly shook the 
ground and made the ice 
shelves and walls around 
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unsteady and unpredict¬ 
able. 

"It's a harsh environ¬ 
ment and an intense chal¬ 
lenge to stay attached to 
the wall let alone climb 

The route ran almost 
exactly along the Canada 
and U.S. border, a fitting 
route for Gadd as a dual 
citizen of the two coun¬ 
tries - born in Colorado 
and now a longtime resi¬ 
dent of Alberta. 

"I've travelled the world 
in search of the most chal¬ 
lenging climbs, but 
Niagara Falls, one of my 
home country's most 
iconic landmarks, has 
been a lifelong mission 
that I previously never 
thought possible," he 

It took about a year of 
planning with sponsor 
Red Bull to prepare for 
the historic climb. 

"It was difficult and 
demanding to figure out 
how to do it safely," he 
said." And, although every 
ice climber has wanted to 
climb Niagara Falls, I 
wasn't going to do it ille¬ 
gally. I wanted to do it 
legally to represent my 
sport well." 

Over the course of 12 
months, Red Bull obtained 



Canadian ice climber Will Gadd. 

the proper permits to do 
the climb and worked 
closely with officials on 
both sides of the border 
including the Niagara 
Parks Commission and 
the Niagara Falls State 
Parks Police. 

"I definitely felt sup¬ 
ported on both sides of 
Niagara Falls," Gadd 

Despite all the planning 
and preparation, the 
ascent was not without its 
challenges. 

"The ice thickness var¬ 
ies from one inch to 10 
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Do you take 3 or more 
prescription medications 
or have diabetes? 

If so, let’s talk. 

id see one of our friendly pharmacists for a 
one-on-one compllmentaiy MedsCheck appointment. 

We will review your medications, help you better understand 
ire you are taking them as prescribed. 


Book your appointment today. 

Virgil Medical Centre Pharmacy: 905.468.2121 
Niagara on the Lake Apothecary: 905.468.8400 


We’re Lowering Your Prescription Fees Standard Simpson's 
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" There' s a lot to account 
for,allthiswiththeworld's 
most powerful waterfall 
flowing over my shoul¬ 
der." 

With 150,000 tons of 
water flowing over the 
crest every minute at 
speeds of nearly 112 kilo¬ 
metres per hour, Red Bull 
says the impact is equiva¬ 
lent to roughly 4,000 
18-wheel trucks hitting 
the ground at the same 

With the historic climb 
now under his belt, Gadd 
adds to a list of impressive 
achievements over the 
past year. 

He's been nominated as 
one of National 
Geographic's 
Adventurers of the Year 
and has climbed the ice 
glaciers of Kilimanjaro. 

He's now preparing to 
travel to Antarctica for an 
ice research project and 
he'll be in Greenland this 
summer to explore the ice 

"I also want to come 
back to Niagara Falls with 
my family to do some hik¬ 
ing in the gorge," he said. 

"You think of Niagara 
Falls as this big waterfall 
and tourist attractions 
when there's actually a 
huge natural area around 
the falls." 
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join us, for a funllllecj evening 
featuring oqr beer fights, pqirecj with 
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session from one of our kn&wlecj^qble 
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IRISH FLIGHT FEBRUARY 19 

HARP LAC|ER - Duck poutine 
SMITHWICKS - Braisecj pork Belly 
KILKENNY - Chicken Supreme w/ grainy Mustarq 
UUiNNESS - Ciuinness Chocolate cake 

MILL ST. FLIGHT MARCH 5 

100th MERIDIAN - Beer potato Chepcjar soup 
ORGANIC LAGiER - Chicken Lollipop 
tANKHouse - Braisecj short Ribs 
vANULA PORTER - Chocolate Creme Brulee 

IRISH HARP FLIGHT MARCH 19 

LAgiER - French onion soup w/ hruyere 
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canpiec) Walnuts ancj Berry Dressing 
ALE - Lamb Burger w/ Blue Cheese 
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Spirit of Niagara awards ceremony 



Sarah Ferguson QMI Agency Niagara 


Niagara Advance editor Penny Coles, who received the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Chamber of Commerce President's 
Award, is shown here with her husband Wayne. 


From Page 1 

It was 14 years ago 
when Bjorgan and her 
husband founded the Red 
Roof Retreat in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake, where chil¬ 
dren and young adults 
could learn and grow in a 
safe and nurturing envi¬ 
ronment. 

Bj organ, who was grate¬ 
ful to receive the award, 
thanked her husband for 
encouraging her to see the 
Red Roof Retreat come 
to fruition. 

As she held back tears, 
Niagara Advance editor 
Penny Coles accepted the 
Chamber of Commerce 
President’s Award for her 
dedication to sharing sto¬ 
ries about the people liv¬ 
ing in Niagara-on-the- 

The Niagara Advance, 
a QMI Agency weekly, has 
existed for more than 95 
years and continues to 
inform residents about a 
variety of events, council 
decisions and town issues. 

“I can’t take credit for 
the first 75 years but I’ve 
been around for a little 


while,” Coles said. 

The staff at the Niagara 
Advance work as a team 
to produce the weekly 
newspaper. But in order 
for the newspaper to sur¬ 
vive, it requires a thriving 
community full of passion¬ 
ate people with stories to 
tell. 

“We couldn’t do what 
we do without all of you,” 
Coles told about 250 peo¬ 
ple who attended the cer¬ 
emony. “If you didn’t 
organize events and you 
didn’t ask us to help pro¬ 
mote them, we wouldn’t 
be able to share your sto- 

The Christopher 
Newton Award for 
Extraordinary Business 
went to David Jones. 

Jones grew up in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, and 
worked at local inns and 
the Shaw Festival while he 
attended university. He 
left the area to pursue 
other opportunities and 
returned to invest in his 
hometown. 

Jones received the 
Peter Stokes Award for 


restoration on the 
Customs, Evans and 
Gollop houses—buildings 
that now house 124 on 
Queen and Spa. 

“Through the lens of an 
international travel and 
appreciation for heritage, 
David Jones was able to 
see the potential and criti¬ 
cal importance of nurtur¬ 
ing and repurposing heri¬ 
tage structures,” said 
Chamber president Rainer 
Hummel, who presented 
Jones with his award. 

Regional Chairman A1 
Caslin presented the Peter 
Ling Award for 
Entrepreneurial Spirit, 
which was given to Cian 
MacNeill, who accepted 
the award on behalf of 
Oast House Brewery. 

The Oast House 
Brewery is a company 
with founders that “saw 
an opportunity—a way to 
work with a product that 
would inspire visitors” and 
produce a product that 
appealed “to a younger 
demographic and has lots 
of potential to be allied 
with fun and lively 


Garrett Van Iperen 
accepted the Company of 
the Year Award on behalf 
of Niagara Community 
Transport. The award 
which was presented by 
Niagara Health System 
Chief Nursing Officer 
Derek McNally. 

“Community Patient 
Transfer Group is being 
recognized as company of 
the year for its various 
contributions to local part¬ 
nerships, McNally said. 

Community Patient 
Transfer Group has 
expanded from its original 
Niagara base and now 
provides transportation 
for patients to and from 
nursing homes, dialysis 
treatments, hospitals and 
medical appointments 
across Niagara, in 
Hamilton, Toronto and 
other places. 

“This service allows the 
EMS ambulance vehicles 
and personnel to focus on 
emergency services, with 
the system secure in the 
knowledge that patients’ 
other medical transporta¬ 
tion needs are being met 
by an organization that 
has fully trained person¬ 
nel and the necessary 
equipment and vehicles to 
deliver the service.” 

The Community 


Leadership Award was 
presented to Citizens for 
Accountable and 
Responsible Education, 
better known as CARE. 

When Parliament Oak 
Elementary School was 
about to undergo a review, 
residents thought closing 
the school and bussing 
students to another school 
“was not a reasonable way 
to provide education,” 
said Hummel, who pre¬ 
sented the award. 

Originally, a parent 
community from 

Parliament Oak rallied to 
oppose the closure but the 
District School Board of 
Niagara trustees decided 
to close the school at the 
end of this school year. 

“In true NOTL fashion, 
a group of intelligent, 
focused and committed 
people continue their 
question to have this deci¬ 


sion re-examined,” 
Hummel said. 

“The members of 
CARE have demonstrat¬ 
ed incredible community 
leadership, meeting fre¬ 
quently, conquering up 
various fundraising ideas 
to finance the legal chal¬ 
lenge. They are on a mis¬ 
sion and one day soon we 
hope to be getting togeth¬ 
er to toast their success in 
retaining local education 
the Old Town.” 

The Celia Liu Award 
for Excellence in 
Hospitality went to Del 
Rollo, director of Eastern 
Estates and Industry 
RelationsforConstellation 
Brands Canada. 

“This award recognizes 
his industry leadership, 
serving on boards such as 
Winery and Grower 
Alliance of Ontario, 
International Cool 
Climate Chardonnay 
Celebration, Tourism 
Industry Association of 
Ontario Grape and Wine 
Research Inc.,” presenter 
Erica Lepp said. 

This year is the first 
time the Celia Liu Award 
has been presented in 
memory of Lepp’s sister, 
Liu, was who a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce 
board and served on a 
number of committees. 

Rollo played an impor¬ 
tant role in launching the 
Jackson-Triggs Niagara 
Estate Winery in 2001, 
which has resulted in “tre¬ 
mendous growth and suc¬ 
cess,” Lepp said. 

“I am proud to present 
the Celia Liu Award for 
Excellence in Hospitality 
to such a professional,” 
she added. 
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Ex-research vessel sinks in Port Weller 




oi}4fe-Lake 


CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


920 offices in over 40 countries. Connecting to the World, www.notlrealty.com 


Philip Bowron* 905-348-7626 Viviane Elltoft* 905-468-2142 Colleen Blake* 905-328-8799 UlCIl IIUUwC 

Bonnie Grimm* 905-468-1256 Thomas Elltoft* 905-380-8012 Christine Sauriol* 905-328-9703 Mnvimniiif m . 

Ralph Tallman* 905-468-2973 Cheryl Carmichael* 905-941-0276 Marilyn Francis* 905-932-1266 xATIIkIIAY 7-A 

Kim Elltoft* 905-380-8011 Sarah Gleddie* 905-685-2458 WllUVlUfll fa "t 

Randall Armstrong** 905-651-2977 I 1 Phyllis Henderson* 905-932-2589 I 1 *** Broker of Record ** Broker * Sales Representative 589 KING STREET 

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205 • St. David’s Office 905-262-6996 evergreen estates 
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Transport Canada has also been notified about incident 


From Page 15 

"We were going to lift the 
boat out of the water and cut it 
up." 

Instead, it sank that night at 
the Seaway Haulage Rd. 

Marler believes ice froze in 
one of the intakes, burst and 
filled the boat with water. 

All that was visible 
Wednesday was the edge of a 
hull and rusty mast. The ship 
was half-encased in ice. 

While the 80-tonne vessel 
contained no fuel, there has 
been a small release of oil that 
was being mopped up using 
special absorbant pads. 

ShipShape is now using 
Coastwise Management Inc. to 
develop a plan to refloat the 
sunken vessel — something 
Marler hopes will happen 

St. Lawrence Seaway 
Management Corp. spokesman 
Andrew Bogora said the 
Seaway was advised by the 
Ministry of the Environment 


late Tuesday afternoon about 
the sinking. 

"The information we have 
is there is no fuel on board," 
said Kate Jordan, a spokes¬ 
woman for the provincial 
environment ministry. "There 
is a small oily sheen where it 
has sunk "! that is being con¬ 
tained by ice." 

Jordan said it appears to be 
residual engine oil. 

"We've been informed it 
can't be floated because of the 
ice cover, and there are absor¬ 
bant pads (being used for the 
oil) "! so the oily material is 
being contained," she said. 

"Those containment mea¬ 
sures will remain in place as 
they make plans to remove the 

Jordan said there are no 
drinking water intakes in the 
area, "so we are satisfied with 
the containment and monitor¬ 
ing that the Seaway is (ensur¬ 
ing)." 

Transport Canada has also 
been notified about the inci¬ 
dent. 





M 


GRAND TASTING | 

Feb. 27, 2015 

/ \ 

Oenology & 

A NIGHT CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE IN 


Viticulture 

Institute 

VQA WINEMAKING AT FALLSVIEW CASINO RESORT 

If_lL 



Don’t miss one of the largest food and wine celebrations of the year. On Feb. 27, more than 50 winemakers will pour their 
favourite wine, and renowned chefs will serve their signature dishes. 

Tickets for the Grand Tasting include a free Cuvee en Route passport so you can enjoy exclusive tasting flights across Niagara all 
weekend from Feb. 27 to March 1. 












Save up to 
No strings 

attached! 

frugal 

f aiE*J 







Applebees Niagara 

Great Clips 

Mori Gardens 

Boston Pizza 

Harrow Sports 

Old Bank Bistro 

Cat's Kitchen & Bar 

Harvey's 

Pet Clips 

Bridgewater Country Club 

Head Shop 

Reptile Kingdom 

Chile & Agave 

Hear Now Niagara 

Seaway Mall 

Dan's Dive Shop 

IHOP 

Silks Country Kitchen 

Doc Magilligan's 

Irish Harp Pub 

Strada West 

Don Cherry's 

Caroline Cellars 

Silversmith Brewing Co. 




n\aga* a ^ 
advance I 

fP 


.and many more! available onune only 

SAVE ON FRIDAY FEBRUARY 6th - 7:00 am to 7:00 pm 
NiagaraAdvance.ca/FrugalFridays 
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New GM Canada president tours Garden City plant 


QMI Agency Niagara "boots on the ground" at job, Steve Carlisle toured 

the company's St. the Glendale Ave. facility 
The new president of Catharines plant Friday. that assembles V6 and V8 
GM Canada put some A month into his new engines. The 52-year-old 


Show them how much you care, 

By treating them to Niagara’s Finest 



Special menu available February 13th-15th 
VISIT WWW.NIAGARASFINEST.COM 


president, who succeeded 
Kevin Williams, has spent 
his first month getting 
reacquainted with the 
company's manufacturing 
plants, all in Ontario. 

The St. Catharines 
Powertrain plant provides 
engines for vehicles like 
the Silverado, Camaro, 
Tahoe and Cadillac CTS. 

"It was very positive," 
he said during a brief sit- 
down. "As I was saying 
earlier to our group, it’s 
an inspiring way to spend 

"You can't walk away 
without being really moti¬ 
vated by the level of com¬ 
mitment to winning and 
the collaborative spirit." 

With about 2,000 
employees, the plant's 
Gen-5 engines powers the 
company's new Escalade 
and SUVs. 

Unlike Oshawa, where 
the future of the aging 
assembly operations is 
still uncertain, the St. 



Steve Carlisle 


Catharines plant recently 
hired 170 new employees 
and offered its summer 
student program last year 
for the first time in 20 
years. The plant produces 
about 800,000 units per 
year. 

"We're really excited 
where we are right now 
with all three of our prod¬ 
ucts," plant manager 
Carolyne Watts said. 
"We've got a really skilled 
and engaged workforce." 

Carlisle was impressed 


by the mix of new and 
experienced staff. 

"You see the interac¬ 
tion among the experi¬ 
enced workforce, working 
shoulder to shoulder with 
the new hires who are 
absorbing all that and tak¬ 
ing it to a whole other 
level. It was really cool." 

"This is really the pin¬ 
nacle of manufacturing, 
this kind of plant,” added 
David Paterson, vice- 
president of corporate 
affairs. "You get more 
things coming together in 
one place and being done 
to precision." 

Born in Woodstock, 
Carlisle started with the 
company in 1982 as a 
co-op student at the now 
closed Oshawa truck 
assembly plant. After 
making the rounds in 
January, he intends to 
tackle GM's short-term 
goal - improving market 
share. In Canada, GM has 
slipped to third in sales. 


N IAGARA FAL L 



ENJOY YOUR 
NEWSPAPER 

COMBO 

FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$ 3.25 

A WEEK! 

26 WEEKS 

OF HOME DELIVERY 

FOR ONLY 

$84.00! 


START YOUR COMBO 
SUBSCRIPTION TODAY 
BY CALLING TOLL FREE 


Reader's Digest' 



















Danone 

Oikos or Activia 
Greek Yogurt 

Assorted Varieties 




Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
and click on the flyer icon to 
‘ see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday Feb. 6 through Thursday Feb. 12,2015 

FRI I SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

6 | 7 | 8 | 9 | 10 | 11 | 12 

6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 
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Working a job jam at Niagara College 


Executive Chef Jason Parsons from Peller Estates talks to a 
employment seeker. 



CLEARANCE! 


every department up to 

60% Off 


BEST SELECTION INTEREST FREE 

IN-STOCK FOR JU FINANCING 
IMMEDIATE W FOR 

DELIVERY | 6 MONTHS* 


sevenshowrooms of 


EXCEPTWHAL SAVINGS! 


with friendly home furnishings advice 
from our qualified professional Design Staff! 




WE DON'T MISS A THING 

New Tax breaks for Canadian families. 

You could claim up to $2,000!* 




TAX TIPS CAN 
HELP YOU SAVE! ^JV> 


Let us help you find every available tax credit! 


■ Caregiver amount 

■ Foreign pension income 

■ Split your CPP and save 

■ Medical expenses can add up 


■ Child Amount 

■ Credit for being ac 

■ Artistic credit 

■ Universal Child Cai 

■ Family Tax Cut 

■ Save for fi 

■ Canada Learning Bond 


1512 Niagara Stone Road, 
Downtown Virgil 
905-468-2222 


H&R BLOCK 


> 


Booths showcase 
dozens of employers 
and post-secondary 
institutions 


DON FRASER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

It was like speed dating for job 
seekers. 

Inside a Niagara College cafete¬ 
ria, booths showcased dozens of 
employers and post-secondary insti¬ 
tutions. 

The air was energized at this "all 
about options employment and 
education expo" — and few were as 
electric as the Starwood Hotels and 
Resorts kiosk. 

Here, they were lined a dozen 
people deep as fast-talking repre¬ 
sentative Erin Haid pitched her 
hotel group and scanned resumes. 

Breanne Dickhout, 23, was among 
the hundreds sussing out career 
opportunities and handing out 
resumes. 

"We talk about your brand all the 
time," said the Dunnville resident, 
who is graduating from a tourism 
program and has had previous 
front-desk experience. 

"I've done a lot of interesting 
things, been with a lot of groups " I 
and am willing to work my way up," 
she told Haid on Thursday, inside 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake campus. 

Haid said her company is a global 
one with nine brands and 1,200 
hotels worldwide, "so for growth 
and career opportunities - training 
and development - it's an excellent 
company to work for. 

See Page 21 






















Thursday, February 5,2015 • Niagara Advance 21 



Bob Tymczyszyn 
QMI Agency Niagara 
Niagara College held its 
All About Options 
Employment and 
Education Expo Jan 28 
and Jan 29. Erin Haid 
from Starwood Hotels and 
Resorts talks with job 
seekers. 


College employment fair 


From page 20 

"Starwood is a well-recognized 
brand for people — they know 
Westin, the Sheraton, and the type of 
development programs we offer." 

Dorita Pentesco.the college's direc¬ 
tor of marketing and communica¬ 
tions, said 116 exhibitors at both cam¬ 
puses included employers in the pri¬ 
vate and public sectors. 

Hiey also brought together repre¬ 
sentatives from colleges and universi¬ 
ties that offer degree and post-gradu¬ 
ate study options. 

Non-students were invited, but the 
exhibits were geared toward Niagara 
College students, with the fair held in 
Welland the previous day. 


“It's our goal to expose our stu¬ 
dents to as much as they can about 
their future," she said. "It's exciting 
to see. The students are in their suits 
and job-ready." 

Sgt. Paul Day of the Niagara 
Regional Police said the service is 
looking for qualified people of all 
backgrounds, and not just police 
foundations offered by the college. 

"It's nice to also see people here 
from different programs," said Day, 
who was at a NRP kiosk. "There's 
international students and people 
from out of Ontario. "We get 15 mil¬ 
lion tourists in Niagara Falls every 
year, and we need people to speak 
(different) languages." 



FREE INCOME TAX RETURN PROGRAM 


Fort Erie Location: Royal Cdn Legion Br 71, 

130 Garrison Rd Fort Erie, Lower Parking Lot 
March 9 th and 10 ,h 
10:00 am-3:30 pm 


March 11 th & March 12 th , 2015 
Nia g ara On The Lake 10:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Location: 2895 St. Paul St. 

Niagara Falls @ Rob Nicholson’s office 

Singles: Annual Income $30,000 or less 
Couples: Annual Income $40,000 or less 
Single Parent: Annual Income $40,000 or less 
Appointments are necessary. Please call before Mar 1, 2015. 

Fort Erie: 905-871-9991 

(for both Fort Erie and Niagara Falls appointments) 


To the community of volunteers who make this program possible by donating 
their time and assistance to provide this valuable service to the community, 
Thank You-Rob Nicholson MP 


Stamfords 

Fireplaces Winter,Sale!) 


Thursday February 5 th Until Saturday February 14^ 
Time To Cozy Up To The Fire! 


ENVIR0 E30 
GAS INSERT 

*.4*2999 

reg. $3299 Save $300.00 

KOXY HEAT LAKEFIELD 
GAS STOVE 

**4*2399 

reg. $2699 Save $300.00 

MAJESTIC 300 DVB 
DIRECT VENT 

**4*1999 

reg. $2399 Save $400.00 

VALOR 739 JLN 
GAS INSERT 

**4*2899 

reg. $3299 Save $400 00 

MAJESTIC OXFORD 
GAS STOVE 

**4*2399 

reg. $2699 Save $300.00 

KOZY HEAT TRF 
DIRECT VENT 

,*4*2499 

reg. $2799 Save $300.00 

TRAVIS 4415 
LINEAR DIRECT VENT 

**4*5199 

reg. $5599 Save $400.00 

PACIFIC ENERGY 
SUPER 27 

WOOD STOVE 

**4*1599 

reg. $1999 Save $400.00 

KOZY HEAT BAYPORT 
DIRECT VENT 

**4*4099 

reg. $4499 Save $400.00 

MAJESTIC PATRIOT 
DIRECT VENT 

Installed 

**4*1999 

reg. $2399 Save $400 00 

VALOR H5 
DIRECT VENT 

**4*3999 

reg. $4399 Save $400.00 

BOOK YOUR END OF 
SEASON CHIMNEY 
SWEEP NOW! 
APRIL & MAY 

BOOKINGS 

Si 00 TAX-IN 


Cita l/fUnDn k 0AKW00D DR., 

S1AM r URL) 9 >> Niagara falls, on. 
1IREPLACES 905-356-2922 


ay & Friday 8:00am-8:00pm • Saturday 8:00am- 
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PAPER T< 

MAJESTA 


WHITE OR WHOLE 
WHEAT BREAD 

WONDER BREALT 
675 G 


ROLLS 


* • ° $11.00 Kg 


BONELESS 

CHICKEN 

THIGHS 

FAMILY PACK 
$11.00 


111 LB. 

STRIPLOIN 

STEAK 

CUT FROM CANADA 
FAMILY PACK 
>19.82 Kg 


2371 Barton St. E. 400 Nebo Road 

at Kenora, Hamilton at Rymal, Hamilton 


4167 Victoria Ave. 

Niagara Falls 


LOCOCO S 

o www.facebook.com/lococos 
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|prc5d0| 


PRODUfi 


Qe tei Jfi® 

JAUF ffiB 


JUMBO < 
GREEN ~ 
CABBAGE 


feo’ TOKON 

irird nnm £ 


MINI STR 

CUT FROM USE 
TOP SIRLOIN S 
FAMILY PACK 1 
>15.41 Kg 


ITALIAN v 
SAUSAGE , 

FRESH STOREMADE‘/ 
ASSORTED VARIETIES 


rg^EiihkklllM 




2371 Barton St. E. 

at Kenora, Hamilton 

(1/4 mile east of 
Red Hill Valley Pkwy) 

Only 5 mins, from Hamilton Mtn. 


400 Nebo Road 
at Rymal, Hamilton 


4167 Victoria Ave. 

Niagara Falls 


o www.facebook.com/lococos [4 
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Shaw Spa 


INDULGE. Treat yourself or someone special to one 
of our Valentines Day special treatments available 
all month long. 

Sweet Retreat Chocolate Package 
Romancing The Stones Massage 
Mocha Mint Body Wrap 
Champagne Mimosa Sparkling Pedicure 

We are also pleased to offer Niagara's Finest Gift Cards 

WWW.NIAGARASFINEST.COM 
92 Picton St. 905-468-5711 


‘Fair amount of winter left to go’ 


Ray Spiteri 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Wiarton Willie says it'll be 
an early spring, but 
Environment Canada says 
it'll feel like a long time 
before we get there. 

Warning preparedness 
meteorologist Geoff Coulson 
said the government agency's 
models show a colder than 
normal February and a cold¬ 
er than normal March. 

The grim forecast came the 
same day Niagara was belted 
with about 35 centimetres of 
snow as this winter's worst 
storm wreaked havoc for 
motorists and resulted in 
countless non-essential ser¬ 
vice disruptions, as well as 
closures throughout the 


region, such as schools and 
child-care centres. 

Emergency personnel 
advised against any unneces¬ 
sary travel for most of the 
day, until the roads could be 
cleared by work crews. 

An extreme cold weather 
alert was issued by Niagara 
Region, while municipalities 
suggested residents have kits 
prepared for emergency situ¬ 
ations. 

Monday's garbage and 
recycling collection was 
postponed by Niagara 
Region until next Monday. 
People normally having 
pickup will be able to put 
out twice as much garbage 
next week. 

Coulson said while there 
was not much snow in January, 


Niagara could be in for a harsh 
February. Coulson said the 
normal temperature for this 
time of year is -1C. Monday 
has been between -8C and 
-13C. 

So while Willie the furry 
forecaster didn't see its shad¬ 
ow Monday morning, which 
according to folklore means 

er than later, Coulson believes 
"there is a fair amount of 
winter left to go." 

Coulson's forecast is 
backed by Nova Scotia's 
Shubenacadie Sam and 
Punxsutawney Phil in 
Pennsylvania, two other 
weather-predicting rodents 
who, unlike Willie, saw their 
shadows, forecasting six more 
weeks of winter. 



Message by: Ed Heinrichs 
Title: The Cornerstone 


Sunday, February 8th 

10:00 am Coffee Time 
10:30 am Worship Service 
Village Kidz (ages 1 - grade 5) 
Things I Wish Jesus Hadn’t Said: 
Heaven & Hell 
Pastor Greg Alderton 


TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

2027 Niagara Stone Road 

905-468-2611 or 905-468-9673 

trin ity notl @ cogeco.ca 
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The girl in sunglasses is a fighter 



Abbi Monaghan compares notes during a drop-in class at BTO Performance. 


Photo for QMI Agency Niagara 


> 


Youngster, 8, battling 
potentially 
terminal disease 


Jenny Jelen 

For QMI Agency Niagara 


Same Great Location 
& Service! 


Above the sound of the pumping 
bass, Dan Giancola's voice came 
crackling through the stereo sys- 

"Twenty seconds to go," he said, 
as the room full of squatters, bicep 
curlers and bunny-hoppers pushed 
harder for the last stretch. 

Every now and then, his motiva¬ 
tional chants and encouraging calls 
were accompanied by a much small¬ 
er, but far more inspiring, voice. 

It was Abbi Monaghan. 

The bubbly, blonde-haired eight- 
year-old has become a regular at 
Thorold's BTO Performance gym 
after meeting Giancola during 
Heater's Heroes, an awareness cam¬ 
paign for children fighting cancer 
and other diseases in August 2014. 

Abbi was the reason about 20 
grown-ups attended Giancola's ear¬ 
ly-morning drop-in class recently. 

See Page 26 
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EjjmS Public Welcome 

Take Out Available 

Every Thursday 4:30 - 2:30 

New Members Welcome 

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch # 124, 410 King Street, NOTL 


BETHANY MENNONITE CHURCH 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 

EB. 17~5-7 pm 

Suggested donations - $10/Person - $25/Family 
j All donations will go towards 
- Newark Neighbours & Red Roof Retreat. 

572 East/West Line & 4 Mile Creek Rd., NOTL 

Are Welcome! 



www.bethanymennonite.ca - 


ST. DAVIDS LIONS 
HALL RENTAL 

1462York Road 

ANYEVENT 


905-262-4844 


Place your 

Coming Event 
Community Calendar 
Social here, 

with or without a border, 
colour, graphics optional. 

Include your logo! 


Deadline: Monday 5pm 
Call Anna at 905-468-3283 ext 102 
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renovate-rejuvenate-revitalize 



CROSSROADS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Niagara 

IB 

BOSLEY 

Advance 

REAL ESTATE 

lincoln 

INTERIORS 

Peninsula 
77®? Flooring Ltd. 



Raising money and awareness 


From Page 25 

They wanted to support 
the cheerful youngster and 
help raise money and aware¬ 
ness for her family. 

Most days, it's hard to tell 
Abbi is anything but a healthy, 
happy kid with a flair for 
fashion and a love of Taylor 
Swift tunes. 

But some days, symptoms 
of her cystinosis are more 

The potentially terminal 
disease, which causes abnor¬ 
mal accumulation of the 
amino acid cystine, attacks 
every part of her body, tar¬ 
geting the kidneys and eyes. 

" It feels like I have sandpa¬ 
per eyes," Abbi said. 

To help reduce the pain, 
she lives in sunglasses. There 
are about 30 pairs in her col¬ 
lection. 

Abbi's mom, Katie 
Monaghan, said her daughter 
is one of about 50 people in 
Canada who live with cysti¬ 
nosis, and one in about 2,000 
worldwide. Because it is such 
a rare illness, Katie said, there 
is very little support for 

That's why private fund¬ 


raisers like this are so impor- 

"We don't get any fund¬ 
ing," Katie said. 

"When friends and family 
put on fundraisers, all the 
money goes to research." 

The drop-in class fundrais¬ 
er at BTO brought in nearly 
$200. Katie said she is happy 
not only to be helping the 
cause, but to be spreading 
awareness. 

Grinning ear to ear, Abbi 
said her favourite part of the 
day was being surrounded by 
friends and family sporting 
her signature look. For once, 
she was "Wearing sunglasses, 
and I wasn't the only one 
wearing them." 

From behind a pair of gold¬ 
en aviators, Giancola said 
Abbi is just like family at the 
Ormond St. fitness facility. 

"Abbi is fantastic," the for¬ 
mer CFL player said. "I want 
to do whatever I can to help 
her out." 

The Grade 3 Oakridge 
Public School student regu¬ 
larly helps Giancola work the 
stopwatch during fitness 
classes, and enjoys participat¬ 
ing in them, too. 

Even on her bad days, 


Giancola said, Abbi always 
warms up the facility with 
her smile and bright attitude. 
As far as he's concerned, 
she's worthy of all the help 
the community can provide. 

"I'm really trying to draw 
attention to cystinosis," 
Giancola said. "It's really a 
terrible disease." 

Community members 
interested in supporting cys¬ 
tinosis research, and having 
some fun while they're at it, 
are invited to be part of 
Sunglass Day 2015. From 
now until April 13, Abbi's 
birthday, everyone is invited 
to snap a selfie in their favou¬ 
rite shades, and upload it to 
the Facebook page Sunglass 
Day 2015 with the hashtag 
#cystinosissunglassday2015, 
then make a $5 donation in 
honour of Abbi on the 
Cystinosis Research 
Foundation website. 

Katie said Abbi's "ultimate 
goal" is to have Taylor Swift 
send in her selfie, so posts 
with #TaylorSwift are also 
encouraged. 

For more information, 
check out the Facebook page 
or visit cystinosisresearch. 
org/how-to-help. 
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Are you OVER 65? 

You may be at INCREASED RISK 
of complications from the FLU. 




Your immune system weakens as you get older 

making it harder to fight off infection. 


PROTECT YOURSELF: 

• Get your flu shot 

• Clean your hands often 

• Cough and sneeze into your arm, 
not your hand 

• Keep common surfaces clean 

• Stay home if you are sick 


To learn more and to find out where to get your flu vaccine, 
talk to your healthcare provider or visit Canada.ca/Flll 


■ a ■ Public Health Agence de la santb 

■ Agency of Canada publique du Canada 


Canada 
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Tide turns for Marineland, not Kiska 




Nightcrawler Foxcatcher 

SAT FEB 7 @ 3PM * FESTIVAL THEATRE SAT FEB 14 @ 3PM ★ FESTIVAL THEATRE 

A cut-throat crime thriller set in the A spellbinding tale of two brothers and 
seedy underbelly of Los Angeles their relationship with millionaire John 

sees a young man discover the du Pont, as they train for the 1988 

high-speed world of L.A. crime Olympic games. Anchored by three 

journalism. With Jake Gyllenhaal brilliant performances by Steve Carell, 

and Rene Russo. Channing Tatum and Mark Ruffalo. 

Into the Woods IMVIJiMdill The Theory of Everything 

FRI FEB 13 @ 6PM * FESTIVAL THEATRE SAT FEB 21 @> 3PM * FESTIVAL THEATRE 

A witch (Meryl Streep) tasks a Eddie Redmayne and Felicity Jones 

childless baker and his wife with give superb performances in this 



curse put on their family. and love story of gigantic proportions. 


GATHERING NIAGARA'S LunchMarket at the Shaw Festival WILL FEATURE LOCAL FOOD TRUCKS 
AND VENDORS. 

905 . 468.2172 


111 ; 1 '" ' ’SB 1 ' 



ADIL ACCOUNTANTS 

Inc ome Tax Off ice 

Lida Kowal, CPA, CM A* 

























Thursday, February 5,2015 • Niagara Advance 29 





STRENGTH AND FLEXIBILITY TRAINING 


^cniMDimniRE 

Friday February 6 th to Thursday February 12 th , 2015 


W 

Jumpstart 


O Sale 699.99 Reg 1749.99 Xterra XT500 Elliptical Trainer. IS'stride length. 20 resistance levels. 84-4937-8. 

© Sale 699.99 Reg 1749.99 Xterra XT900T Treadmill. 20" x 55' deck. Quiet 2.5-CHP motor. 84-4934-4. 1 
© Sale 999.99 Reg 2499.99 Xterra XT980T Treadmill. 20" x 60"deck. Powerful 3.5-CHP motor. 84-4936-0. 

Sale 799.99-949.99 Reg 1999.99-2374.99 Xterra XT958T Treadmill or XT535E Elliptical Trainer. 84-4935-2/4938-6. 


12 EQUAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS NO FEE NO INTEREST FINANCING 


GLENDALE AVE 
ST. CATHARINES 
905 - 227-7481 


WELLAND AVE. 
ST. CATHARINES 
905 - 688-0488 


MCLEOD RD 
NIAGARA FALLS 
905 - 358-0161 


MONTROSE RD 
NIAGARA FALLS 
905 - 354-3848 


LOUTH ST. 

ST. CATHARINES 
905 - 682-9275 
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Proud predator is now just an ornament in the water 




Book Outlet is a 
warehouse-style, retail 
store that offers fantastic 
value on quality books. 
The books are new and 
we offer them at 50-90% 
off the original list 
price. 



Get your free 
£ coupon 

to spend during you 
^1^ next visit to our ret* 


to spend during your * 

next visit to our retail store 


www.bookoutlet.ca/Retail/FiveDollars 



bookoutlet.ca/retail 
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Phone: 1-866-541-6757 » Fax: 1-866-485-8461 » Email: niagaraadvance.classifiedsig)sunmedia.ca 




IM WORKER on frurt farm in 
ake needed May to Sept, 
ncj, harvesting^, loading fruit & 
* 3 r 2?“vfrgil?ON LOs'lTo”'^ 



Rob Nicholson. 

Working for you! 
Conservative Party Of Canada 
Niagara Falls Electoral 
District Association 


905 4014612 ~ www.nfconservative.ca 
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CELEBKATl FAMILY OAY n« 
IHEKE 1812 COMES TO LIFE VV 


Musk&t demonstrayons^military drills, kid’: 
activities and much more. 

parkscanada.gc.ca/fortgeorge ^ 

905-468-6614 




Canada 



Opportunity Is Knocking... 

I Call Now To Advertise 
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Snorts 


905-468-3283, ext.mHiqfflmlKMiMBjmiaBa 


IceDogs heating up at the right time 


The Niagara IceDogs are 
one the hottest team in the 
Ontario Hockey League 
with eight wins in their last 
12 games and points in 10 
of those 12 contests. 

It's been a huge turn- 


the team moved to St. 
Catharines in 2007. 

But since bottoming out 
Nov. 2 in Mississauga, the 
IceDogs have turned things 
around with an 18-10-2-2 

"The biggest thing I 
mentally tougher team," 




1 get sc 


where else. 

"Now, it seems like we're 
much more workmanlike, 
task-like, understanding 
what we need to do. We're 
not worried if the coach 
yelled at me. We're just a 
tougher team mentally 
and that's a good thing." 


body," Williamson said, as rock-bottom — he 
'We couldn't get our feet admitted the organization 
underneath us. We found had some serious discus- 
ways to keep losing. sions about blowing things 

"Our problem was that up and starting all over 
way too many things were again, 
too easy. Now we have "That Saginaw game 
guys (playing) with bruised really upset me. There 
ribs and getting stitches, wasn't enough fight, : 
That's a team. That's when enough toughness. 



Hot Tub Hockey Standings 




































































JAIME AND ANNA DA SILVA ARE 
HONOURED WITH A PRESTIGIOUS AWARD. 



We are pleased to announce that Jaime and Anna da Silva, of Sotheby’s International Realty Canada 
Niagara-on-the-Lake office, have been named Real Estate Staging Association’s REALTOR® of the Year™. 

Jaime and Anna da Silva have been full time REALTORS in Niagara since 2006. Servicing the Niagara region, 
they have built their business on respect, customer service and surrounding themselves with a team of 
professionals. They like to give back to the community and enjoy bringing their clients together whenever 
they can. 

“We are excited and proud to have won this award! It is a great honour. We whole heartedly believe in the 
value of professional staging. One of our most important roles is to help our clients prepare their homes for 
sale. With nearly 100% of Buyers pre-screening properties online it is imperative that the images we use 
are of the utmost quality. Staging helps accomplish this. It is a marketing tool to showcase each individual 
property with the aim to stand out from the competition.’’, say Jaime and Anna. 



Jaime and Anna were nominated by Lisa Mclntee, of The Staging Professionals, RESA North American 
Stager of the Year. “Our annual RESA awards showcase the best in our industry in all the categories. I 
was compelled to nominate Anna and Jaime da Silva for Realtor of the Year because they are consistent 
supporters of our industry and understand and deliver the entire marketing package to sellers with regards 
to professional presentation on all levels. Congratulations to both, an award very well deserved.” 

Sotheby’s International Realty Canada is driven by the professionalism and caliber of our agents. We hope 
you will join us in congratulating Jaime and Anna on their success. 

Contact Jaime and Anna anytime at 905-321-0449 

orvisitteamdasilva.ca 
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n tr /^i r~\ 1615 Niagara Stone Ro.,notl 

M C G ARRRE ALT Y. COM 


SALLY McGARR REALTY CORP., BROKERAGE 


74 LORETTA DRIVE -$314,900 

BRIGHT & SPOTLESS, 1,544 SQ FT 
2 LEVEL TOWNHOUSE! 

Magnificent natural lighting throughout entire 
home. Hardwood floors, spacious kitchen with 
attractive stone back splash. Second floor 
features oversized master with walk in closet 
and ensuite, 2 large bedrooms and 4 piece 
bath. Enjoy serenity in a landscaped garden on 
a 300 sq ft tiered deck, fully fenced yard, and 
gate for easy access to all amenities. Double 
car garage has entrances into house and back 
yard. No condo fees. Incredible value here. 

Contact Erin Bice to view. 


PERFECT FOR EMPTY NESTERS 
WHO LOVE TO ENTERTAIN! 


Gather guests around the island or dining 
room table opening into the great room. 
Also features large master bedroom with 
walk in closet and ensuite, main floor laundry 
and walk in pantry. Great new community. 
www.BiceBuilders.com 


FABULOUS FAMILY HOME IN 
NIAGARA ON THE LAKE! 

Gorgeous kitchen and open concept living 
area. Spacious 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
large pantry and mudroom. Have the luxury 
of selecting your own finishes S customize 
into the perfect home for your family. 
www.BiceBuilders.com 


Erin Bice, Sales Representative | Direct: 905.328.5400 | ebice@cogeco.ca 


































































